
1 
 

 

ADDRESS BY THE DEPUTY MINISTER OF HIGHER EDUCATION, SCIENCE AND 

INNOVATION, MR BUTI MANAMELA AT THE ETDP SETA SKILLS SUMMIT, 18 

NOVEMBER 2021 

 

Mr H M Mweli, Director General of the Department of Basic Education; 

Representatives Representative of the South African Qualifications Authority; 

Representatives of UMALUSI;   

Representatives of the Higher Education Quality Committee Accreditation System;  

Representatives of the Quality Council for Trades and Occupations; 

Academics; 

Educators; 

Ladies and gentlemen: 

 

Thank you for the honour of inviting me to speak to you today on this important 

occasion-the ETDP Skills Summit. 

Your chosen theme is not just relevant, but it also enjoins us to radically rethink our 

approaches to education, training and skills development. There is no doubt that the 

issues of education, skills and training should be central to the development agenda 

of any country. 

This is particularly true for countries that recognise that, in order to effectively address 

your national development goals and give yourself a competitive edge, in the critical 

areas of human endeavour, you have to make smart investments in the development 

of your human capital. 

To help us appreciate our current and global context for human capital development, 

a 2018 OECD report titled ‘The Future of Education and Skills: Education 2030’, notes 

that “We are facing unprecedented challenges – social, economic and environmental 

– driven by accelerating globalisation and a faster rate of technological developments. 



2 
 

At the same time, those forces are providing us with myriad new opportunities for 

human advancement. The future is uncertain and we cannot predict it; but we need to 

be open and ready for it. “ 

This report further notes that “The children entering education in 2018 will be young 

adults in 2030. Schools can prepare them for jobs that have not yet been created, for 

technologies that have not yet been invented, to solve problems that have not yet been 

anticipated. It will be a shared responsibility to seize opportunities and find solutions. 

To navigate through such uncertainty, students will need to develop curiosity, 

imagination, resilience and self-regulation; they will need to respect and appreciate 

the ideas, perspectives and values of others; and they will need to cope with failure 

and rejection, and to move forward in the face of adversity. Their motivation will be 

more than getting a good job and a high income; they will also need to care about the 

well-being of their friends and families, their communities and the planet. “ 

This report raises a number of critical issues, many of which are relevant to our efforts 

to provide our country’s young people with the kind of knowledge and skills that are 

relevant, socially responsive and bring us closer to the kind of country we wish to 

become. 

Arising from this report, I wish to highlight a few issues. The first issue I wish to raise 

is the importance of ensuring that the knowledge and skills we provide to young people 

in South Africa must be responsive to the rapid changes that the world is undergoing 

currently.  

Apart from the unprecedented changes that are occasioned by technological 

innovations and in particular digitisation, there are also other phenomena such as 

climate change and global inequality, which are reshaping our world in a profound 

way. 

 

The advent of the COVID-19 pandemic has obviously added to the complexities that 

define human existence today. The second issue I wish to highlight is that of ensuring 

that the education we provide to our young people enables them to solve the social 

problems that will emerge as a result of these rapid changes in the nature of the world, 
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and further enable them to take advantage of the opportunities that such changes may 

present. 

One of the implications in this regard is that, we will have to constantly rethink the 

content of what we teach in our educational institutions, and with this, realign of our 

teaching methodologies.  

The questions about what and how we teach our young people become even more 

urgent if viewed in the context of the implications of such advances as the Fourth 

Industrial Revolution. 

The third issue I wish to highlight is the importance of ensuring that the education we 

provide to our young people empowers them not only to be technically skilled, but also 

to be socially conscious.  

This means that, we must produce students who in addition to possessing the 

technical knowledge, are also imbued with the necessary values and attitudes that 

make them understand that their preoccupation cannot just be about how much they 

earn or what material possessions they wish to accumulate. 

Our education system must therefore also produce young people who have a 

conscious interest in issues of social justice and the sustainability of the environment.  

The fourth issue I wish to highlight is the importance of ensuring that the knowledge 

and skills we provide to our young people ignites their imagination. This means that, 

in what and how we teach our young people, they must be empowered to think 

innovatively and produce technological products and social solutions that make our 

country globally competitive. 

This is particularly important for a country like ours that has unacceptably high levels 

of youth unemployment. Youth innovation and social entrepreneurship are areas I 

believe require greater attention. 

As part of the project to construct a new society and build a human capital 

development system that has some of the attributes I have described, over the past 

two decades, the democratic government has made a variety of policy, legislative and 

institutional interventions. 
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These interventions were aimed at building an education and training system that is 

geared towards ushering in a society wherein each and every citizen can have equal 

access to the type of education and training opportunities that will enable them to 

realise their true potential. 

Towards this end, our national vision as articulated in our nation’s National 

Development Plan, enjoins us to ensure that, by 2030, South Africa’s education 

system must have the following attributes- 

 A high-quality, universal early childhood education;  

 Quality school education, with globally competitive literacy and numeracy 

standards; 

 Further and higher education and training that enables people to fulfil their 

potential;  

 An expanding higher-education sector that can contribute to rising incomes, 

higher productivity and the shift to a more knowledge-intensive economy; and   

 A wider system of innovation that links universities, science councils and other 

research and development role players with priority areas of the economy. 

 

Ladies and gentlemen, the achievement of our country’s vision 2030 will require a 

number of enablers. It would require that we as decision-makers constantly rethink our 

learning and teaching methodologies.  

It will also require that we make bold but evidence-based decisions, as it relates to 

among others, the kind of knowledge, skills, attitudes and values that our young people 

will require, in order to function productively and creatively in a rapidly changing world. 

I wish you a productive summit and look forward to the outcome of your deliberations. 

Thank you. 

 

 


